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First Reading Jeremiah 23:1-7 

1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the 
LORD. 2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds 
who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them 
away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, 
says the LORD. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands 
where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be 
fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and 
they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the 
LORD.  

5The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. 
And this is the name by which he will be called: "The LORD is our righteousness."  

7 “So then, the days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when people will no longer say, 
‘As surely as the LORD lives, who brought the Israelites up out of Egypt,’ 

Question 1 – 1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 
the LORD. 2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who 
shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and 
you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. 

• Whom do you think the Shepherds are referring to in this writing? 

• Why is there responsibility seemingly different than others? 

Question 2 - 5The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 

• To whom or to what do you believe the “righteous branch” is referring and why? 

Psalm 32 

1 Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
2 Blessed is the one whose sin the LORD does not count against them and in whose 
spirit is no deceit.  3 When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all 
day long. 
4 For day and night your hand was heavy on me; my strength was sapped as in the heat 
of summer.[b]   5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2032&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14360b


I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” And you forgave the guilt of my 
sin.    6 Therefore let all the faithful pray to you while you may be found; 
surely the rising of the mighty waters will not reach them. 
7 You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me with songs 
of deliverance. 

11 Rejoice in the LORD and be glad, you righteous; sing, all you who are upright in heart! 

 

Question 1 – 1 Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 
covered.  2 Blessed is the one whose sin the LORD does not count against them and in 
whose spirit is no deceit. 

• Why is one blessed in forgiveness? 

Question 2 - Therefore let all the faithful pray to you while you may be found; 
surely the rising of the mighty waters will not reach them. 

• What does the writer mean when they write, “while you may be found?” 

• Do we ever have problems finding God when we are seeking him? 

• If so why?   If not why? 

 

Gospel Luke 1:68-79 

68"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and 
redeemed them. 69He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant 
David, 70as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 71that we 
would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 72Thus he has 
shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy covenant, 
73the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us 74that we, being rescued 
from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, 75in holiness and 
righteousness before him all our days. 76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the 
Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 77to give knowledge of 
salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins. 78By the tender mercy of our 
God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 79to give light to those who sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace."  

Question 1 – "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people 
and redeemed them. 69He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant 
David, 70as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 

Question 2 - 76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before 
the Lord to prepare his ways, 



• Whom do we assume the writer is speaking of here? 

• How have you or are you preparing the way for the next coming of Jesus?  Not 
others doing it, but you? 

Second Reading Colossians 1:11-20 

11May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and 
may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks 
to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 
13He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of 
his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.                   
15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all things 
in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or powers-all things have been created through him and for him. 
17He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of 
the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might 
come to have first place in everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased 
to dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether 
on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.  

39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are you 
not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" 40But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you 
not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we 
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, 
but this man has done nothing wrong." 42Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom." 43He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise."  

Question 1 – 11May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious 
power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving 
thanks to the Father 

• We all want to be made strong I think, but do we do it with patience and do so with joy?   
Why are patience and joy such difficult companions to find at times? 

Question 2 - 39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and 
saying, "Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" 40But the other rebuked him, 
saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? 41And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what 
we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong." 42Then he said, 
"Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 43He replied, "Truly I tell you, 
today you will be with me in Paradise."  

• What a passage.  Which person on the cross do you most identify with and why? 


